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{ROM the unceafing, and ever augmenting cala- 
mities of Europe, happy are the hours that ®om- 
pel us to turn to the contemplation of Britith Lite- 
rature. Even the worft books are a temporary 
refuge from ftill worfe news; and the moft abfurd 
fpeculations are welcome, while they turn afide our 
attention from the moft melancholy faéts. Under 
thefe impreffions, to which every new half year gives 
tenfold force, we fit down to write our prefent pre- 
face: to cull the flowers of recent literature, il re- 
commend afrefh what, in this volume, has obtained 
our approbation. Let us then turn away our eyes 
altogether from public events, and enjoy, for a fhort 
time at leaft, the recolle€tion of good books, and the 
oblivion of bad things. 


Divinity. 


Several articles in the prefent, and fome in our 
preceding volume, are devoted to the biblical labours 
of Dr. Stock, Bifhop of Killala*. In tranflating 
Tfaiah his obje&t was-to make fuch corrections of the 
Verfion of Lowth, as the original Hebrew, printed 


* No. II. p. 134. IV and V. pp. 368 and 496. , 
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with it, feemed to demand, In the book of fod he 
has taken more liberty: and, in both, availing him- 
felf of all varieties of reading which are calculated to 
throw real light upon the text, has produced fuch 
works as cannot but be ufeful and inftructive to the 
theological fludent. To the Dean of Lichfield’s new 
tranflation of the Apecalypfe* we can, with the ut- 
moft fecurity, refer the fame cla{fs of readers; who 
will find in it found learning and fagacious inve(tiga- 
tion, perfectly free from all fanciful theories, and un- 
certain furmifes, 

We fee, with fome furprife, that thefe are all the 
confiderable works in divinity which we have lately 
noticed: but feveral of lefs extent and labour have 
ftill abundant merit. Thus the Hifforical View of 
Chriftianity, illuftrated by the comments of Giobon, 
and other writers of hoftile intention, exhibits a moft 
ingenious and powerful method of turning the wea- 
pons of unbelievers againft themfelves. We attri- 
buted it, and we believe rightly, to Mr. Bernard +. 
Another anonymous work, afcribed, with no lefs 
reafon, to a man of eminent worth ft, takes an im- 
portant view of Chriftian duty, in its relation to com- 
mercial employment, It is called, therefore, Confi- 
aerations on the Alliance between Chriftianity and 
Commerce §, and contains many fuggeftions of the ut- 
moft value, to a country fituated like our own. 

The two volumes of Ditcourfes, produced by the 
Rev. E. Brackenbury |, comprife a connected fyftem 
of Chriftianjty, according to the doétrines of our eftay 
blifhed Church: of which it is but juft to fay, that 
the plan is good, and the execution ienfible. Mr. 
Hett’s Difcourfes], on the great topics of Death, 
Judgment, Heaven, and Hell, are alfo found and 
uftful; and are accompanied by a judicious recom- 


* No. IT. p. ror. + No. I. p. 28. 
~ Mr. Raikes, of Gloucefter, $ No. LIL. p. 289. , 
| No. I. p. 48. i No. V. p. 567. 
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mendation of other inftructive books. Dr. Purdy 
may be faid to have revived one of our moft edify- 
ing manuals, by republifhing ddifon’s Evidences of 
the Chriftian Religion *, with the notes of a profound 
and pious commentator. Thus illuftrated, we truft 
that the work of our excellent countryman will ob- 
tain a new and more extenfive circulation. As a 
work of mere labour, into which the author had no 
opportunity to introduce his own peculiar opinions, 
we can recommend even Prieffley’s Index to the 
Bible +, though not without posite | a full fhare of 
the praife to his diligent predeceffor, Pilkington. 
To {peak of a ftill fmaller work, Mr. Buckle’s Cate- 
chifm ~ on the Articles and Liturgy, is a performance 
of great merit; illuftrating the confiftency of our 
Church by the comparifon of its own words. The 
very d&ring introduction of Socinianifm into the pul- 
pit at a clerical meeting, called forth two ufeful tracts 
in reply; the one, entitled Stridures§ is anony- 
mous ||; the other, in the form of a letter to the 
offender, is the work of Mr. Ed. Nares, of Bidden- 
den, in we Both are argumentative and clear 
confutations of pofitions equally daring and falfe. 
Sermons and Charges, feparately publifhed, always 
form a confpicuous part of this recapitulation: nor 
are we now deficient in that refpect. We have to 
notice a perfpicuous and able Charge from the Bi/bop 
of Durbam**, directed principally againft the errors 
of the Church of Rome. From the Epifcopal 
Church of Scotland we have alfo a Charge, which 
chiefly treats, as might be expected, on the peculiar 
circumftances of that Church. Bp. Sandfordt++ ve 
juftly compares them to thofe of the primitive Churc 


* No. IV. p. 416. + No. III. p. 928. + No. III. p. 327. 
§ No. III. p. 925. 
| But afcribed to a learned and exemplary divine in the dio. 
cele of London. 
@ No. ill. p. 326. ** No. Ill. p. 257. ++ No. 1V. p. 393. 
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before its legal eftablifhment; and argues ftrongly 
to promote unton among all the Epifcopalians there 
fettled. The Archdeacon of Rochefter* allo publith- 
ed a Charge, in which many momentous topics were 
handled with ability and judgment. 

In the Sermon of the Bibop of St. David's, on 
the anniverfary of the 30th of January f, the nature 
of our national fin, on that occafion, is explained with 
peculiar perfpicuity ; and its operation as an example, 
even at fo diftant a period as in the late troubles of 
France, is marked with uncommon ftrength and pro- 
priety. Dr. Malthy's Commencement Sermon {we 
read with great farisfaction, and fhould doubtlefs have 
heard with ftill more; being a ftri¢tly appropriate 
exhortation to the young men of Cambridge, to im- 
prove the opportunitics which they there enjoy. 
The Liturgy ot our excellent Church is well illut- 
trated, as being “ a form of found words,” in a Ser- 
mon lately publithed by Dr. Gafkin§; whofe judi- 
cious commendation does honour to himfelf, by doing 
juftice to fo important a fubject, 


History. 


Of original hiftory we have lately feen nothing; 
or nothing that we could approve, which equally de- 
prives the prefent clafs of its materials, * “The tranfla- 
tion of the Werks of Salluft, by Dr. Stenart, which 
we began to examine in our preceding volume |, was 
here concluded], and we had the pleafure of giving 
to the work almoft unqualified praife. . Though the 


Aiflorical topics treated by Salluit are oaly few, the 


fcope taken in the life and notes to this Fanflation’ 1S 
by no means confined. Captain Burney’s Hijflory of 


®* Dr. J. Law. ate I. p.' 86. + No. IV. p. 448. 
¢ No. Ip. 88. § No. VI. p. 689. || Vol. xxviti. p. 584- 
€ No. iit. 73 245¢ 
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Voyages and Difcoveries in the South Sea*, may feem 
perhaps to clafs but indifferently with civil and poli- 
tical hiftories; but we were equally unwilling to con- 
found it with recent voyages, and therefore: have 
here noticed it. As a hiftory, confined to particular 
objects, it certainly is well digefted, well written; and 
drawn from the moft authentic materials. The fe- 
cond volume was the fubjcct of our late examination, 
a third is intended to’ complete this part of the au- 
thor’s plan. 

Recent hiftory, or materials at leaft for it, may be 
found very amply collected in Rivingtons’ Annual 
Regiffers, now pr ceeding in a double feries, from 
1793 and 1801, to make amends for a long ceffation. 
It appears to us that thefe new volumes are really 
executed with the care and fpirit of the original work ; 
the extraordinary *fufpenfion of which has called forth 
feveral other attempts to gratify the curiofity of the 
public. It fhould certainly have been remembered 
that a work is ill denominated an “ Annual Re- 
gifter,” which appeats bur once in -feven years; 
though the contents of each volume may be confined 
to the period of a year. 


BIioGRAPHY. 


Biography is to hiftory, what the view of a i 
ticular fpot is to the general chart of a diftrict: 
conveys lefs knowledge, hut of a more aitactive 
kind. We fee more in detail and lefs in extent. 
The life of Michael Angelo, which Mr. Duppa under- 
took to delineate +, was one of the richeft objects 
in nature. It afforded a view of human genius in the 
higheft ftate of elevation; and to trace its progrefs . 
from the promifes of infancy to che full maturity of 


* No. II. p. 152. + No, V. p. 480. 
A4 . 
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vill PREFACE. 
its powers, muft have been a moft delightful tafk. 
Mr. Duppa has by no means fucceeded ill in pour- 
traying this phenomenon to us, and many readers 
will, we doubt not, be found who will proceed joy- 
fully with him through the whole extent of his pro- 
greis. Mr. Wooll did not entirely fatisfy us in his 
delineation of the mild and elegant genius of Dr. . 
Warton *, Yet the life of fuch a man cannot be de- 
ficient in intereft; and we have cited from it many 
paffages abundantly proving that it well deferves pe- 
rufal. The life of Dr. Clarke, produced by Dr. Fen- 
wick, is profefledly only a fketch+; it may, how- 
ever, have its ufe, and particularly to thofe who are 
engaged in fimilar purfuits, 

Mr. Tomline’s Speech on the Character of Mr. 
Pitt t, is not ftrictly biography ; yet it comprifes of 
neceflity fo much of a biographical kind, and fo 
much that is admirably drawn, of the character and 
actions of that great Statefman, that we thought irc 
indifpenfable to mention it in this place. When- 
ever a biographer fhall be found qualified to go 
through the whole hiftery and merits of Mr. Pict, 
there will be fome fine features of charaéter which 


even he mutt borrow from this Speech, or from the 
fame fources of information. 


Pouitics. 


From Mr. Pitt to politics the tranfition is eafy, 
though the two fucceffive claffes are not otherwife 
connected. Alas, that fuch a man fhouwld have be- 
come a topic for the biographer, while the afpects of 
the political world continue fo extremely threatening ! 
If the political Picture of Europe” was dark when 
it was viewed fome months ago by an able foreigner, 
whom we lately noticed §, what muft it be now, 
* No. VIi.p. 581, + No. II. p. 209. +¢ No. Ik p. 163. 

§ No. IV. p. 436. 
when 
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when its laft defences are impaired, if not broken; 
and new triumphs have added ftrength to him whofe 
power was before fo formidable! Under fuch cir- 
cumftances it will behove us to look, with the whole 
foree of our attention, into the real Dangers of our 
country, in cafe the laft great conteft fhould take 
place. They are ably ftated by Mr. Stephen", 
whofe patriotic views of the fubject in many refpects 
deferve confideration. 

On the late political difputes in our own country, 
we have earneftly wifhed to avoid all violence and 
acrimony. At the fame time, there is one perfon, 
above all competition in point of rank, whofe firm 
and confiftent opinions on that great topic we have 
always felt it our undoubted duty to fupport. We 
fupport them from conviction, and therefore have 
recommended to our readers chiefly the traéts on 
that fide. But, exclufive of all controverfia) writings, 
the Speech of Lord Sidmouth + ought to be confulted, 
as an authentic document, on points of the firft im- 
portance. The reft we fhall not recapitulate. 

A material part of political ceconomy is the relief 
and regulation of the poor, which a bill lately pro- 
pofed has brought atreth into difcuffion. On the 
fubjeCt of this defign we have paid attention to the 
remarks of different magiftrates, apparently men of 
experience, the one anonymous f, the otner of the 
name of JWVeyland§. Both are rather adverfe to the 
principal regulations of the propofed bill. But what- 
ever may be thought of legiflative attempts to ame- 
liorate the fituation of the poor, no benevolent per- 
‘ fon can fail to admire the efforts of the Society which 
is formed for that purpofe. The completion of the 
fourth | and of the fifth volume of their reports 
gave us occafion lately to fpeak as we ought of the 
zeal and intelligence of their proceedings. 


* No. IV. p. 409. + No. VI. p. 687. t No. IV. p. 492. 
y No. V. p. 562-3. {| No. Il. p. 205. 4 No. IIL. p. 309. 
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Puritosopuy ano Natura Hisrory. 


Whether to make comprehenfive claffes, or minute 
fubdivifions, has fometimes been a doubt, in the aré- 
rangement of our prefaces. At prefent we are led to 
the former, by the convenience of uniting many arti- 
cles in fome refpeéts differing from each other, 
Thus, Mr. Knight’s Inquiry into toe Principles of 
Tafie*, in which we found much to praife, is tirictly 
a philofophical invettigation; yet has it very few 
points of connection with Mr, Tooke’s Diverfions of 
Purley t, which is, or rather ought to be, confined to 
the philofoply of grammar, and the facts of etymo- 
logy. The introduction of political opinions in it is 
perfecily heterogeneous. From thefe topics again 
we take a very wide compafs, when we {peak of the 
Elements of Mechanical Philofophy, the excellent work 
of the late Profeffor Robifont. This acute and found 
philofopher, whole lofs we cannot too deeply regret, 
like Newton, was the firm opponent of atheifm; and 
diftinctly traced the operations of divine intelligence 
in all the phenomena of the natural world. A part 
of this great fubject has alfo been ably handled by 
Profeffor Vince, who, in his Ob/ervations on the Cause 
of Gravitation §, has fhown, upon mathematical prin- 
ciples, that the mechanical caufes attempted to be 
afligned are inadequate to the effeéts; which can be 
referred only to the direct appointment of the Cre- 
ator, Mr. Wiiliams’s book on the Climate of Great 
Britain || we can only mention as a work of great, but 

rverted ingenuity, to which the prefent featon feems 
of itfelf to offer a fufficient confutation. 

With Botany, Gardening, and Natural Hiftory in 
gencral we mult conclude this very comprehenfive 


, 


461. VI. 631. 
+ No, III. p. 221.. 1V. p. 508. No. I. p. 44. 


® No. I. p. 1. II. p. 168. + No. V. p. 
sr SY og } 
| No, V1. p. 628. 
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fection. To the firtt of thele aa tg we are called by 
the fingle work of Mefirs. Turner and Dillwyn, the 
Botau if s Guide*; Mr, M‘Doneld’s Didionary of 
Gardening ¢. brings us to the fecond; and Mr, Big- 
land's Letters on Natural Hijiory to the third. Though 
not works of primary importance, they are all alls 
culated to be ufeful in their refpective departments ; 
and ought not by any means to be paffed in filence. 


MeEpICcINE. 


The gout continues to be the reproach of ‘medi- 
cine. “A few letters on the fubjeé&, by the late Dr. 
Hamilton t, of Lynn Regis, ferve to fhow that a fan- 
ciful theory may happen to give rife to a judicious 
and ufeful pra@ice. On the important fubject of 
Vaccination, every day becoming more important, by 
more ample confirmation of its efficacy §, Dr. Willan 
has produced a very inftructive and fatisfactory 
book |, in which arguments and faéts are well col- 
leted, mifreprefentations oppofed, and prattical in- 
ftruétions conveyed. On the medical arrangements 
neceflary for armies, a work has been produced by 
Dr. R. Fackfon¥, which appears to be the refult of 
much experience, accompanied and followed. by 
much reflection. The fubject does not appear to 
have been before fo fyftematically confidered. On 
an anonymous book entitled the Manual of Health**, 
what fhall we fay? At once eccentric and intelli- 
gent, it-reminds us of the character of fome eminent 
phyficians, whofe oddities have been no lefs confpi- 
cuous than their profeffional merit. 


* No. I. p. 77. + No. IV. p. 388. t Nol. p 

§ See particularly ‘* the Report of the Royal College. of “Bhy- 
ficians of London,’’ printed by order of the Houfe of feats. 
July 8, 1807. 


| No. III. p. 259. No, VI. p. 692. * No. II. p. 147. 
Of 
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Of books more properly furgical, we have only 
two to notice; the firft of which is the conclufion of 
an elaborate work on the Difea/es of the Teeth, by Mr. 
Fox*; of which the former volume was noticed long 
ago. The other is a book of practical importance, 
on the Excifion of carious joints t, the refult of the 
fagacity and experience of one French, and two Bri- 
tith, furgeons. 


TRAVELS, 


We have generally had a large affortment of tra- 
vels ; at wi ae the republication of Bruce’st Work 
is the principal article on our lift. The confirmation 
of feveral points which were thought doubtful will 
be found in this edition; but Bruce will ever be lia- 
ble to fome contradictions; and, if we miftake not, 
there are fome as yet to come forward which will be 
found more formidable than all the reft. Mr. Thorn- 
ton’s Sporting Tour in France§, and Mr. Malcolm’s 
Excurfions || at home, are books which will produce 
no controverfy : but they will amufe thofe claffes of 
readers for whom they were intended, and with that 
their ambition mutt be fatisfied. The Beauties of 
England and Wales, by Mefits. Brayley and Britton, 
are now becoming voluminous. If they are not 
ftrictly travels, they may well fupply the place of 
many Enghth tours, which are ufually drawn up with 
much lefs knowledge, and accompanied by very in- 
ferior illuftrations. 


* No. IV. p. 957. + No. IV. p. 44s. + No. VEL p. 650. 
§ No. Ill. p. 341. f] Now TV. p. 422. 4 No. Il. p. 212. 
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PorTry. 


We are in arrear to the Britifh Mufes of two or 
three confiderable works, which accident has ob- 
liged us to defer. In the mean time we have only 
gieanings to bring forward, and thofe not very confi- 
derable. The works of Mickle*, though publifhed 
ina very humble form, muft be acceptable to the 
lovers of poetry. Whether we fhall have ftimulated 
the editor to give more f{plendour of appearance to 
his friend, remains as yet uncertain. The merit of 
Mr. Rbodes’s + poems, ought certainly to preferve 
them from oblivion; and feveral fmaller effufions, 
which we do not here recapitulate, will be fought 
occafionally from the mention we have already made 
of them. 

If we turn to tranflations, and new editions of 
eftablifhed works, we have more important objeéts 
of attention, Mr, Good's tranflation of Lucretius tT 
is a Claffical and able work ; warm with the fire and 
fpirit of the original, and accompanied by copious 
illuftrations. Mr, Cary has completed the third part 
of Dante’s great Poem §, and has preferved the cha- 
racter he obtained, of a faithful and fpirited inter- 
preter. We prefume, therefore, that this verfion of 
the Inferno, will be followed, in due time, by the 
Purgatorio and Paradifo. : 

Among editions, we have had to notice no lefs 
than two of Shakfpeare; that republication of Stee-- 
vens’s edition which the late Mr. Jfaac Reed fuper- 
intended}, and an edition of more general ufe con- 
ducted by Air. A. Chalmers |. 

The poetical works of Sir David Lindfay, an early 
poet of Scotland, have been brought forward, with 
abundant and learned illuftrations, by Adr. G. Chal- 


* No, VI. p. 607. + No, I.p.77-  tWNo. 1V.p. 376, 
§ No. ¥. p: 528, | No, 1. p. gi. “i 
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mers*; and the fhelf of the curious collector is thus 
enriched by .a very welcome aceeffion. Mr. Glad- 
win’s firft volume of the Perfian Claffics ¢ 1s the com- 
mencement of an important work, which deferves to 
ftand among poetry, though the Englifh Verfion be 
not metrical, : 

Mr. Jamiefon’s Popular Balladst, and Mr. Cottle's 
Seletion of Poems §, reft chiefly on the works of 
other poets: yet has each collector occafionally in- 
troduced his own eflufions; and fometimes with a 
very happy effect. The Canzoni of Mr. Mathias |, 
though not Englifh compofitions, are ftrong proofs 
of Englifh genius ; and place his name, where he can 
have but few competitors, in the clafs of Anglo- 
Tufcan Poets. They remind us of the portrait of 
Reynolds, received into the gallery at Florence, 


MIScCELLANIES. 


Variety at leaft muft recommend this concluding 
feétion of our preface, which is a clafs and no clafs, 
or the compulfory union of fubje&ts which have no 
natural tendency to unite. Bibliography, Mufic, 
Education, in a word, whatever does not belong to 
any of the former fections, and has not companions 
fufficient to conftitute a new one. 

Let us begin with Afr. Belce’s Anecdotes of Litera- 
ture€; a book of fuch various information on fub- 
jects fo congenial to the purfuits of fcholars, that it 
cannot ever be overlooked, till fuch inquiries fhall 
fall into neglect. Of the Bibliographical Diétionary, 
of which Wr. Adam Clarke is the editor **, we have 
hitherto faid little ; but, efteeming it for the reafons 
above affigned, we fhall foon take an opportunity to 


® No. I. p. 2:. + No. JIL. p. 285. 
~ No. Il. p. 323. IIT. 294. § No. IV. p.-426. 
} No. III. p. 315. © No. Ill. p..g03. ** No. V. p. 540. 
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continue our friendly notes upon it. The A/ufcal 
Grammar, lately publithed by. Dr. Callcott*, is a 
fpecimen of elementary inftruction, not before at- 
tempted in our language. On the fubjcét of Educa- 
tion in general, A/1/s Hamilton, who had before pub- 
lifhed with fuccefs, has lately added two volumes of 
Letters +, in which her former reputation is not im- 

aired, On the neceflary cultivation for the Arts in 
England, Mr. P. Hoaret has written with fagacity 
and tafte. Subfervient, in great meafure, to the 
fame defign is the periodical paper called the Di- 
reffor §, into which, however, a great variety of in- 
formation and amufeinent has been introduced. - To 
Antiquaries, who delight in a difficult inveftigation, 
we can recommend, as curious at leafl, A/r. Gabb’s 
difquifitions on the great Pyremid|. They who do 
not adopt his theory will yet be pleafed with his in- 
genuity and knowledge. The Opujcula Rubnkeniana, 
edited by M/r. Kidd, befides opening the accels to 
many valuable tra‘ts, contain fo much of very labo- 
rious and ufeful collection in the prolegomena, as 
muft make the work almoft invaluable to a critical 
{cholar. 

As works of plain and fober utility, let us conclude 
by recommending the Effay on the Population of 


‘Dublin, by Mr. Whitelaw **; and the elaborate 


Nautical Tables, compiled and publifhed by A/r. 
Mendoza Rios++, under the patronage of the Board 
of Longitude, and other proteétors of true fcience. 

Here then let us paufe; and would to heaven we 
could fay with a modern, but fometimes not in- 
eloquent, poet; 

Dum licet in yews tendamus; #ubila clarum 
; 


Reddiderint ubi pul/a diem, revocabit ab alto 
Nos Triton fcopulo, atque iterum tentabimus zquor. 


* No. III. p. 389. + No. IV. p. 347- . ¢ No. 1V. p. 362. 
§ No. V. p. 549. || No. VI. p. 610. 4 No. VI. p. 6f. 
** No, LV. p. 494. 


tt No. III. p. g2g. 
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